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Captain Bluebear is a bear with blue fur, a creature as unique as the fantastic adventures he

undergoes. Unlike cats, which have only nine lives, bluebears have twenty-seven. This is fortunate,

because our hero is forever avoiding disaster by a paw's breadth. In this remarkable book, Captain

Bluebear tells the story of his first thirteen-and-a-half lives spent on the mysterious continent of

Zamonia, where intelligence is an infectious disease and water flows uphill, where headless giants

roam deserts made of sugar, and where only Captain Bluebear's courage and ingenuity enable him

to escape the dangers that lie in wait for him around every corner. In company with our indomitable

hero, we enter a realm of the imagination that combines the fantasy of Lord of the Rings and The

Neverending Story with the humour of Baron Munchausen - a wonderland where anything can exist

except boredom. --This text refers to the Audible Audio Edition edition.
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If Norman Juster had written "The Hobbit," it might have turned out something like "The 13 1/2 Lives

of Captain Bluebear."It's also the best description of Walter Moers' debut novel, which is probably

the best children's book ever written for adults. Set on the mythical continent of Zamonia, Moers

sketches out hundreds of strange creatures and surreal adventures, all written in wryly colourful

prose.Bluebear was found floating in a walnut shell, raised by peg-legged hook-handed Minipirates,

taught by the talking waves, and kept as entertainment by gruesome hobgoblins. But when he ends

up on a giant carnivorous island disguised as a gourmet's paradise, Bluebear is rescued by Deus X.

Machina, a Reptilian Rescuer who later brings him to the Nocturnal Academy, run by the



seven-brained Professor Abdullah Nightingale.But when he reaches the end of his education,

Nightingale sends Bluebear onto a strange series of adventures -- he falls into a Dimensional

Hiatus, is almost eaten by the Spiderwitch, travels through a Bollogg brain, gets swept up in an

aging tornado, chases mirages with the Muggs, and finally becomes a Congladiator

(lying/storytelling competitor) in Atlantis. But after a match gone bad, Bluebear must flee Atlantis --

and is abducted by the Moloch, a monstrous ship run by the most insidious substance in

Zamonia...Walter Moers should get some kind of award for cramming as many fantastical, bizarre

creatures into one book -- carpet dimensions, tiny cyclops, hairy imps, metallic rock-eaters, killer

sugar-skeletons, antlered dogs, and headless giants all turn up, and that's only the start. It's a good

thing Bluebear gets an encyclopedia in his brain (from Nightingale), or else we would never keep

them all straight.
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